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What is Japan Search?
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 A platform for metadata of Japanese content
from a wide variety of fields

- publications at libraries

- cultural assets and art works at museums
- documents at archives
- academic resources in fields such as the

humanities and natural history
- broadcast programs and movies

 Our goals:
• Enable one-stop discovery
• Clarify secondary use conditions
• Promote distribution of metadata
→ To promote use and innovation of  

Japanese content

https://jpsearch.go.jp/

https://jpsearch.go.jp/


Japan Search Linking Model
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[Users] Local Residents, Businessmen, Students, Researchers, Foreign People

New Business Education

Promote Japanese CultureRegional Revitalization Research Assistance

Disaster Recovery

Good Cycle of 
Data/Content

Production

[Government]

・Establish legal framework
・Disseminate guidelines

・Aggregate metadata
・Provide metadata for use

・Aggregate and standardize metadata in 
their domains or regions
・Guarantee long-term access

Books
Broadcast
Programs

Local

Heritage

Media
Arts

Cultural

Properties

Flow of sharing metadata
Flow of sharing digital content

・Create metadata and digital content

[Aggregators]

[Content Holders] Libraries, Museums, Archives, Industry, National and Local Government

Infrastructure for Preservation 

Infrastructure for Utilization



24 Million Metadata from 161 Databases of 32 Aggregators

National institutions, Local institutions, Universities, Private-sector 
(As of March, 2022)

Japan Search Partners
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List of organizations: https://jpsearch.go.jp/organization?from=0
List of databases: https://jpsearch.go.jp/database?from=0

National institutions Local institutions Universities Private-sector 

 National Diet Library
 National Archives of

Japan
 National Museum of 

Nature and Science
 National Museum of 

Art
etc

 Nagano Prefectural 
Library

 Mie Prefectural 
Government

 Wakayama
Prefectural Archives

(National)
 Tokyo University
 Niigata University
 Tokyo University of

agriculture and 
technology

(Private)
 Keio University
 Ritsumeikan

University
 Waseda University

 NHK Archives
 Photo Archive Japan
 Broadcast 

Programming Center 
of Japan

 Visual Industry 
Promotion 
Organization

 Minakata Kumagusu
Archives

etc

https://jpsearch.go.jp/organization?from=0
https://prod.jpsearch.go.jp/database?from=0
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Book/Publication 11,174,913

Natural Hostory/Engineering Science 5,415,914

Official Document 4,049,861

Humanities 3,397,682

Regional Resource 618,343

Art 592,602

Cultural Property 502,427

Animation 128,053

Performing Art 84,741

Movie 82,650

Broadcast Program 82,260

Game 51,374

Dataset 27,961

Media Art 14,335

Map 3,349

Number of records by each category

https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=book
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=science
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=official
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=humanities
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=regional
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=art
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=cultural
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=anime
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=pfart
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=movie
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=broadcast
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=game
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=dataset
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=media
https://jpsearch.go.jp/csearch/jps-cross?csid=jps-cross&from=0&fc-category=map


Cross Search

Designed SearchSearch

Image Search

3 main functions
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Gallery

EnjoySearch

Platform for Use

👀

Use My NoteSecondary Use 
Conditions



Image Search

Cross Search
Search

• Search keywords are automatically translated

• To help keyword search, the JPS system generates 

Romaji data for the aggregated metadata

Designed Search



 Introduction to content along various themes

・about 304 themes (As of March 2022）

・IIIF Support

・partners can edit and publish a gallery making use of items on Japan Search.
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EnjoyGallery



Enjoy
Gallery page

Explanatory 

Text

Related

Gallery & Books

Related

Works & Videos
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My Note Use・Click the 💛 icon to add your favorite item to your own list

・As a bookmark to record items



My Gallery Use・Create an attractive gallery

・Collaborative working

・Anyone can use without registration!

embedded in external websites 

Online Collaborative Work ! 

EventEducationCuration



API（SPARQL Endpoint）
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 Content related to the object about time (when), 
location (where), and person/organization is 
automatically appeared in search results.

 Cross Search with Europeana and Gallica is available.

 Aggregated metadata are converted to a standard 
schema based RDF model (Japan Search RDF Schema)

 Provides metadata to users as Linked Open Data

For developers https://jpsearch.go.jp/static/developer/
• JPS-RDF Schema

SPARQL API (https://jpsearch.go.jp/api/sparql-explain/)

EasySPARQL API(https://jpsearch.go.jp/api/sparql-explain/#sec4)

• An Overview of the JPS-RDF Schema

(https://jpsearch.go.jp/api/introduction/)

Use Cases of JPS Scheme 

活かすUse

https://jpsearch.go.jp/api/sparql-explain/
https://jpsearch.go.jp/api/sparql-explain/#sec4
https://jpsearch.go.jp/api/introduction/


Metadata Registration and Distribution
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※1：Name/Title, Time, Place, Provider, URL

※2：normalized data which is convenient for a wide range of users and applications
to utilize the metadata

Aggregators
(Data providers)

0

Metadata

Metadata format：
original metadata

Available formats
⇒TSV/CSV, XLSX, 

JSON, XML

JAPAN SEARCH

Metadata

Generating 
RDF metadata※2

Providing 
common properties※1

User / Developer

Search
(Cross Search,  
Designed Search, 
Image Search)

Gallery,
My Gallery
edit function

Use

registering

Registration method：
①Uploading Files to JPS

②Posting Files to the 
Website of Content Holder

③OAI-PMH

API
(SPARQL Endpoint,
EasySPARQL API )

Develop



metadata

thumbnail/preview

content

Data describing information such as 
content and location of contents. 
Texts and IDs such as catalog and 
bibliographic data, basic data on 
cultural properties, etc.

Reduced images (thumbnails) of 
content, partial display of text, etc.

Includes digital content as well as 
materials and works in analog media.

（出典）『デジタルアーカイブの構築・共有・活用ガイドライン』（デジタルアーカイブの連携に関する関係省庁連絡
会・実務者協議会、平成29年4月）
https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/titeki2/digitalarchive_kyougikai/guideline.pdf を一部加工

metadata and thumbnails are distributed openly
⇒promoting content utilization
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Japan Search collects 
thumbnail URLs and content 
URLs as part of the metadata
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Cooperation with Japan Search ーMetadata collectingー

3 Categories of 

Information resources 

https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/titeki2/digitalarchive_kyougikai/guideline.pdf


Use Conditions of Content

15

Public 

Domain Tool

CC0

PDM

Creative 

Commons

CC BY

CC BY-SA

CC BY-ND

CC BY-NC

CC BY-NC-SA

CC BY-NC-ND

Rights

Statements

IN COPYRIGHT

IN COPYRIGHT-EDUCATIONAL USE 

PERMITTED

NO COPYRIGHT-CONTRACTUAL 

RESTRICTIONS

NO COPYRIGHT-OTHER KNOWN LEGAL 

RESTRICTIONS

COPYRIGHT NOT EVALUATED

Original
COPYRIGHT UNDETERMINED-ORPHAN 

WORK in JAPAN

- OTHERS

 15 Available Rights Statements in JPS



Metadata from different 
sources are organized into a 
single format.

Values that do not fall 
under any field cannot be 
made use of.

Traditional Method

Item A

Title

Author

Publishe
d year

Publisher

Genre

Item B
Title
Creator
Time
Material
/metho
d
Type

Properties and values in the submitted 
metadata are preserved and linked to an 
additional element set called “common 
properties.”

Japan Search

Common Properties and Mapping

Title

Creator

Title

Creator

Title

Creator

Year

Other Item A

Title

Author

Published 
year

Publisher

Genre

Item B
Title
Creator
Time
Material/
method
Type

Title

Author

Publishe
d year

Publisher

Genre

Submitted
data

Common
properties

Title

Creator

Time

Material/
method

Type



Japan Search

Generating RDF metadata

Transition of Metadata in Japan Search

名称
太刀銘三条（名物
三日月宗近）

ID 159147

作者 宗近
分類 刀剣

時代世紀 平安時代・10世紀
所蔵者 東京国立博物館

URL

https://colbase.nich.go.j

p/collectionItems/view/1

2f08f3c06a62af807379

25634848303/179062

Database: ColBase
Type: Cultural Heritage
Content License: CC BY

/data/cobas-159147

rdf:type type:刀剣

schema:name
太刀 銘 三条（名物 三
日月宗近）

schema:creator chname:三条宗近

schema:
dateCreated

0900-0999

jps:temporal/
jps:era

time:平安時代

jps:accessInfo/
schema:provider

chname:
東京国立博物館

jps:sourceInfo/
schema:provider

chname:
ColBase

jps:sourceInfo/
schema:url

https://colbase.nich.g
o.jp/collectionItems/vi
ew/12f08f3c06a62af8
0737925634848303/1
79062

Name/title

Contributor

Provider

Time

URL

Exhibiting Searching

Advanced search 
with SPARQL

Registering/ 
Labeling

Info. 
of
data-
base

Providing common propertiesOriginal metadata

名称
太刀 銘 三条（名
物 三日月宗近）

ID 159147

作者 宗近

分類 刀剣

時代世紀 平安時代・10世紀

所蔵者 東京国立博物館

URL
http://colbase.nich.g
o.jp/collectionItems/
view/...

Mapping /
Converting

名称
太刀 銘 三条
（名物 三日月宗
近）

ID 159147

作者 宗近

分類 刀剣

時代世紀 平安時代・10世紀

所蔵者 東京国立博物館

URL

http://colbase.ni

ch.go.jp/collecti

onItems/view/...

Original metadata
is maintained

Data providers register metadata 
in their original schema “Japan Search RDF Schema”

Data provider



For more infomation:
Curation using JAPAN SEARCH（YouTube）

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kI_LU9Xw-Rk

JAPAN SEARCH OFFICIAL（＠jpsearch_go）
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JAPAN SEARCH Official YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSK72iSEQMzEcu8BWLEFzPQ

Japan Search Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/jpsearchgo/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSK72iSEQMzEcu8BWLEFzPQ
https://www.facebook.com/jpsearchgo/

